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some of the weaknesses natural to books made up of lectures and 
articles prompted by some temporary purpose. There is rather 
a lack of continuity: the chapter on "The Child and Heredity" 
is too commonplace; and the two chapters on "Idealism and 
Politics" could have been omitted without loss. Nevertheless, 
the book is instinct with earnestness and should serve its purpose 
of bringing the practical man to consider principles. 

R. S. Varlet. 
Bristol, England. 



Philanthropy and the State or Social Politics. By B. 
Kirkman Gray. Edited by Eleanor Kirkman Gray and B. L. 
Hutchins. London: P. S. King & Son, Orchard House, 
Westminster, 1908. Pp. x, 339. 

This work was left unfinished by the author at his death ; and 
its publication in a very readable and useful volume has evi- 
dently cost much labor to the two editors. The result fully 
justifies the labor expended upon it. Gaps here and there re- 
mind us of the loss which our knowledge and judgment of social 
movements have sustained, through the interruption of the work 
of a thinker so diligent and so well informed as the late Mr. 
Gray. We are told by Miss Hutchins in her preface, that Mr. 
Gray, who had already written "A History of English Philan- 
thropy," had originally designed as the title of the present work 
"The Failure of Philanthropy," "his experience on a mission 
in one of the poorest slums of London having convinced him of 
the utter ineffectiveness of philanthropy as a cure for the social 
wastage of the present time." Further inquiry did not indeed 
make his judgment of the effectiveness of private charity, even of 
'organized' charity, as the sufficient remedy for social ills, any less 
severe ; but it led him to recognize the relative and limited utility 
of private philanthropic enterprise in discovering the existence of 
evil conditions, and in first setting in motion the forces which may 
in time remove them. In our country, social evils have usually 
been first exposed by the agitation of private individuals, and 
private beneficence has begun the task of remedying them. But 
in one sphere after another, as these pages very forcibly demon- 
strate, public authorities have been constrained to interfere, some- 
times taking under their control the whole range of prevention 
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and remedy, sometimes working side by side with voluntary 
agencies, and sometimes contenting themselves with exercising 
control and supervision over such agencies. Generally speak- 
ing, it is only public authority that is able to expose the full 
extent of the evil, and, above all, to deal at all effectively with 
its causes. The scientific analysis of social phenomena has led 
to the recognition that the State should exist for the good of 
its members, and that one generation cannot, without treachery 
to itself and the future of the race, abandon its failures to 
their fate, or to the sporadic good will of voluntary agencies. 

We have in this book a rigorously condensed, but luminous 
and deeply instructive account of the beginnings and progress 
of philanthropic endeavor in our country, and of the gradual 
absorption of its business by the organized community. The 
spirit in which it is written is enlightened and generous, and 
the style is nowhere marred by catchwords and trite manner- 
isms. Miss Hutchins remarks very justly that "it is quite 
easy ... to find competent students, who will turn out conscien- 
tious studies of social and economic questions, with careful 
research from original materials, and a collection of facts and 
statistics. . . . What is not so common, is the philosophic insight, 
that will find the connecting link, interpret the inner relations 
and bring the many facts and details together so that they may 
have a meaning and purpose for the souls of men." 

Mr. Gray combined with a gift for research and narrative a 
humane and philosophic spirit; and this book should stimulate 
many of its readers to render themselves familiar with further 
details of the movements which it relates and to strive toward 
a deeper and more life-giving philosophy of society. We can 
only wish that Mr. Gray had lived to give even more impressive 
coherence and solidity to the fine observations which make this 
work so suggestive and inspiring a monument of his labors. 

W. J. Boberts. 
University College, Cardiff, Wales. 



The Crisis of Liberalism : New Issues op Democracy. By 
J. A. Hobson. London: P. S. King & Son, 1909. Pp. xiv, 
284. 
This volume contains a collection of lectures and essays, some 

of which have previously appeared in periodicals, on current 



